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MA State Data





Littleton Data



44 New Cases
Rate = 32.2 per 100,000
Test Positivity = 3.24%



Littleton:      43 cases (higher)        Rate  32.2 per 100k (higher)



Littleton:      1390 tests (stable)            Test positivity 3.24% (higher) 



School Data



DESE Positive Cases in MA Schools



MA DPH Data K-12 Clusters

Average Cases per Cluster = 4.2

Average Contacts per Cluster = 8.1

Most recent period of evaluation: Jan 10 - Feb 5



Total: 36 cases



CC = close contacts notified.                Notes:  Does not include cases reported during vacation or remote weeks
                                                                          Does not include pooled testing





Current Guidance: 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools 
(last updated February 3, 2021)

Updated CDC guidance is expected to be released Friday 2/12 
● Expected to focus on Covid-19 mitigation in schools:

○ Masks
○ Maintaining proper social distancing
○ Good hand hygiene with proper coughing/sneezing etiquette
○ Ventilation
○ Cleaning
○ Contact tracing / isolating / quarantine



Current CDC K-12 School Guidance “Continuum of Risk”
Lowest 
Risk
Students and 
teachers 
engage in 
virtual-only 
classes, 
activities, and 
events

Some Risk
Hybrid learning model, where 
most students and teachers 
participate in virtual learning 
and some students engage in 
in-person learning, with: 
● Small, in-person classes, 

activities, and events
● Cohorting and alternating 

staggered schedules, 
rigorously applied

● No mixing of groups of 
students and teachers 
throughout/across school days

● No sharing of objects between 
students and teachers

● Students/staff follow all steps 
at all times, including face 
masks, social distancing, hand 
hygiene

● Regularly scheduled and 
consistent cleaning (at least 
daily) of frequently touched 
areas

Medium Risk
Hybrid learning model, where 
most students and teachers 
engage in in-person learning 
and some students engage 
in virtual learning, with: 
● Larger, in-person classes, 

activities, and events
● Cohorting and alternating 

staggered schedules, applied 
with some exceptions

● Some mixing of groups of 
students and teachers 
throughout/across school days

● Minimal sharing of objects 
between students and 
teachers

● Students/staff follow all steps, 
such as face masks, social 
distancing, hand hygiene

● Regularly scheduled (at least 
daily) cleaning of frequently 
touched areas

Higher Risk
Students and teachers 
engage entirely in 
in-person learning, 
activities, and events with: 
● Some mixing of groups of 

students and teachers 
throughout/across school 
days

● Some sharing of objects 
between students and 
teachers

● Students/staff follow some 
steps, such as face masks, 
social distancing, hand 
hygiene

● Irregular cleaning of 
frequently touched areas

Highest 
Risk
Students and 
teachers engage 
entirely in in-person 
learning, activities, 
and events with: 
● Students mixing 

freely between 
classes and 
activities 

● Free sharing of 
objects

● Students/staff do 
not/are not 
following steps, 
such as face 
masks, social 
distancing, hand 
hygiene

● Irregular cleaning 
of frequently 
touched areas

Source: 
www.cdc.gov/c
oronavirus/201
9-ncov/commu
nity/schools-chi
ldcare/school

updated Feb. 
3, 2021

Bold emphasis 
from CDC



Three frequently cited studies of SARS-CoV-2 infections in schools 

Study Setting Mask 6 feet Cohorts Testing N Students
N Staff

N Cases
Students
Staff
Total

In school 
transmission
N (%) of all 
cases

Conclusion

Woods County 
Wisconsin

Falk et al. 
MMWR
Jan 2021

Rural public 
schools, 13 
week follow up 
(Aug-Nov)

Yes Yes Yes No 5530 191 
(3.5%)

Self 
reported

7 (3.7%)

Measured 
among people 
identified as 
close contact

With precautions in pace, in-school 
transmission of SARS-CoV-2 
appeared to be uncommon, despite 
widespread community 
SARS-CoV-2 transmission

ABC Science 
Collaborative, 
North Carolina

Zimmerman et 
al., Pediatrics
Jan 2021

NC public 
school districts, 
urban, 9 week 
follow-up 
(Aug-Oct)

Yes Yes Yes No 77,446
Students 
and staff

773 (1%)

Self 
reported

32 (4.1%)

Measured 
among people 
identified as 
close contact

Enforcing SARS-CoV-2 mitigation 
policies such as masking, physical 
distancing, and hand hygiene, 
resulted in minimum clusters of 
SARS-CoV-2 infection and low rates 
of secondary transmission in 
schools, and did not cause a larger 
community infection burden

Two  Schools in 
Tennessee 

Long Gillespie 
et al, medRxiv 
(pre-print)
Jan 2021

Aug-Dec
Two unnamed 
schools (A,
B)

Yes Yes “Staggered 
schedules” 

Yes
Pooled 
testing 
(PT) 

A: 2299 
B: 1200 
Students 
and staff

A: 109 
(4.6%), of 
which 60 
by PT

B: 25 
(2.1%), of 
which 21 
by PT

A: 5 (11.1%)
B: 1 (4.2%)

Overall, 9% 
cases from 
in-school 
transmission

These results highlight that while 
SARS-CoV-2 is infectious in 
children, in schools which 
implemented a comprehensive 
strategy, transmission can be 
controlled
Majority young students 
asymptomatic

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7004e3.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7004e3.htm
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/early/2021/01/06/peds.2020-048090.full.pdf
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/early/2021/01/06/peds.2020-048090.full.pdf
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/early/2021/01/06/peds.2020-048090.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.26.21250065v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.26.21250065v1.full.pdf


LPS Covid-19 Mitigation Strategies (1/27/21)
Masks

● Required in all school 
buildings

*Consider recommending upgrade of 
mask quality and fit 

Physical Distance
● Hybrid students have 2 

days in-building to allow 
for 6 feet distance

Stay Home if Test Positive, 
Sick or had Known Exposure

● Policies in place

Sanitation, Hand hygiene
● Deep clean between 

cohorts
● Surface cleaning

Limit time in crowded places
● Duration limitations not in use at LPS

Testing
● Pooled testing pilot began 

February 8

Ventilation, Air Filtration, 
Opening Windows

● Audit of HVAC systems
● Added HEPA filter units

Vaccines
● Teachers/Staff - March/April 

2021?
● Kids 12+ years - Fall 2021?
● Kids 0-11 years - Spring 

2022?

Contact Tracing
● Nurses work with BOH 

when cases arise
● Seating charts
● Closed cohorts SLS/RSS
● Health Notification Letters

Lunch (unmasked time)
● SLS/RSS - in classroom, 

windows open, HEPA filters
● LMS - assigned seating in 

cafeteria, HEPA filters
● LHS - plexiglass dividers, 

HEPA filters






